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Representing the 1200 households North of East-West Highway, South of Jones
Bridge Road, East of Wisconsin Avenue and West of Columbia Country Club.

Middl e School
Boundary St udy

President 's Not ebook
By Lisa McCabe, President

By Rebecca Fayed & Monica Hayes
As many of you already know,
enrollment increases at Westland Middle
School (our neighborhood?s current
middle school) resulted in the need for
an additional Bethesda-Chevy Chase
(?BCC?) cluster middle school to be built.
This new middle school is scheduled to
open in August 2017 in Kensington, MD.
The BCC Cluster Boundary Advisory
Committee was established in January to
evaluate options for the service areas of
each of the two BCC cluster middle
schools. Both Bethesda Elementary and
Westland Middle School (the schools to
which East Bethesda students currently
matriculate)
have
multiple
representatives on this committee. Late
last week, the Committee met to discuss
the boundary options of the new BCC
middle school (as proposed and
presented by MCPS staff) and finalized
the criteria that will guide it in evaluating
the boundary options. The agreed
criteria is to:
- Minimize distance to middle school of
assignment? including time spent on
bus
and
associated
costs? and
maximize walking and biking access.
- Consider
availability
of
public
transportation.
- Consider equity of students who are
transported
in
terms of
their
demographics.
- Enable parental access to schools to
promote participation, community
cohesion and facilitate emergency
access.
Continued on page 3...

As I have said before in this
Newsletter, it is an exciting time in East
Bethesda with a lot of activity from
building projects in Bethesda at our
edges, including the new Harris Teeter
opening this summer, to new houses and
with them new neighbors, to the
Bethesda middle school boundary study,
to the addition at Bethesda Chevy Chase
High School. With all the activity going
on, EBCA will do its best to keep you
informed.
Due to concerns about neighborhood
safety, a group of neighborhood
volunteers has joined together to look
into establishing a neighborhood watch
in East Bethesda. Please come to the
EBCA General Membership meeting
devoted to how you can be a part of a
neighborhood watch on Wednesday,
March 16th at 7:00 pm at the BCC High
School cafeteria.
EBCA is happy to have another great
group of volunteers who have taken on
the important task of working on traffic
issues in East Bethesda. You likely
received the traffic survey.
Additionally, as work moves forward
regarding the Bethesda Downtown plan,
EBCA will continue our efforts to inform

you about building plans that impact East
Bethesda residents. Our goal is to provide
information that will give EBCA members
the basis to advocate on issues important
to you as they come before the Planning
Board and County Council. It is just as
important, if not more so, that the
decision makers hear from individual
residents as well as from the Association
itself.
EBCA continues its work to build a
stronger sense of community within our
borders and beyond by organizing social
events
and
providing
pertinent
information to our membership through a
newsletter, email announcements, a
website and Facebook page. As always,
we need volunteers to keep things
moving. We are looking for neighbors to
help organize a neighborhood Park
Cleanup this spring as well as volunteers
to organize the EBCA spring yard sale. For
more information and to get involved
please contact me at president@ebca.org.
We need your help in order to keep
EBCA running and make sure our
neighborhood continues to be a cohesive,
friendly place to live! Please don?t forget
to pay your annual dues at www.ebca.org
or bring a check or cash to the meeting!

Coming Up...
EBCA General Membership Meet ing
Wednesday, March 16 at 7:00 p.m.
BCC High School Caf et eria

Neighborhood News
EBCA Educat ion
Commit t ee Updat e

EBCA Traf f ic St udy Updat e

By Monica Hayes

The EBCA traffic committee released its traffic survey in February. Thank you to
the over 300 individuals who responded! The survey is now closed and the
committee is in the process of analyzing the results and determining priorities
and next steps. Would you like to be part of the solution? Email
traffic@ebca.org

Montgomery County Public Schools continues
to plan for expanded capacity to accommodate
our neighborhood students as a part of the
Bethesda-Chevy Chase (BCC) cluster of
schools. The BCC High School addition project
to accommodate projected student enrollment
is slated for completion in August 2018. The
new BCC cluster middle school will open in
August 2017 and this newsletter includes an
article from the Bethesda Elementary
representatives on the middle school
boundary committee describing the process
and criteria under consideration. I encourage
you to provide your views on the middle
school options to school representatives, and
we have included a link on the EBCA website
(www.EBCA.org) for residents to express views
to EBCA as well.

By Melissa Groman

EBCA Needs You
EBCA is short on volunteers for activities for 2016 and needs people who are
willing to pitch in to keep our neighbor a great place to be. We are looking for:
- Parks & Playgrounds Committee Chair ? help organize Park neighborhood
cleanups
- Social Chair ? Help organize fun events for the neighborhood, Spring Yard
Sale, Labor Day picnic, Halloween Parade and any other fun event to get folks
together.
We can assist with logistics and ideas but we need people to help with planning
and execution. Grab a friend and volunteer to take on one of the tasks listed
above. Contact president@ebca.org
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Count y Pl anning f or New Middl e School
- Promote comparable race/ ethnic demographics at the two
middle schools.
- Promote comparable FARMS demographics at the two middle
schools.
- Promote comparable ESOL demographics at the two middle
schools.
- Avoid split articulation.
- Take future housing developments into consideration.
MCPS staff presented the Committee with six boundary
options to consider and evaluate against the above criteria.
Please review them on the MCPS website at the following link:
http:/ / bit.ly/ ebca-mcps.
As you will see, in all six options, North Chevy Chase is
reassigned to the new middle school and Westbrook and
Somerset are retained at Westland. This is due to the
walkability of those neighborhoods to their respective schools.
In four of the six options, Bethesda Elementary would be
retained at Westland and in two of the options, Bethesda

Elementary would be reassigned to the new middle school. In
none of the options is Bethesda Elementary split between the
two schools. When evaluating the options against the criteria,
you will notice that some options do and do not meet certain
criteria and others, arguably, do a better job at balancing all of
the criteria.
On March 17, the Committee representatives will share
community feedback on the options presented and determine if
a second round of options is needed.
We will keep you updated on this process in future EBCA
newsletters, but if you would like more information in the
meantime, please visit the MCPS website listed above.

St ay up t o dat e at www.EBCA.org...

