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EBCA Posit ion on Bethesda Sector Plan; 
Membership Vote at  Wednesday, September 28 Meet ing

- EBCA urges the Council to revert to the 
1994 for all heights along the edges of 
East Bethesda and to concentrate 
heights closer to Metro. This includes a 
step down to 35 feet adjacent to single 
family homes.

- EBCA supports the Eastern Greenway 
concept and turning surface parking 
lots into parks but not in exchange for 
increased heights along our edges (for 
example we support making the 
parking lots between Highland and 
Maple; 2) on West Virginia Avenue; 
and 3) behind Claire Dratch into parks 
but not in exchange for increased 
heights along our edges. We do not 
support the slight increase in size of 
Chase Park in exchange for a 200 foot 
feet building adjacent to the park.

-  EBCA requests the Council amend the 
plan border along Tilbury, Sleaford, 
and Chelton to ref lect the proposed 
and approved border outlined in the 
1994 Plan which specif ically excluded 
those single family homes in East 
Bethesda in order to protect the 
neighborhood. In addition, we request 
the single family homes on Middleton 
be excluded from the Central Business 
District as these are established 
residential homes.

- EBCA urges the Council to adopt in the 
plan a requirement that all new 
buildings must have a self-contained, 
built in delivery zone for passenger 
pick up and drop off  and package and 
food delivery to ease traff ic on streets 
within the Sector.

- EBCA urges the Council add to the plan 
provisions that work toward improved 

EBCA General  Membership Meet ing
 BCC High School , Wednesday, September 28th 

7-9 p.m. in room 113C

Special  Guest : Chevy Chase Mayor Scot t  Fosler:
A conversat ion on the Bethesda Sector Plan and how 

East  Bethesda Residents can engage to voice opinions.

Discussion and VOTE on EBCA Posit ion for Advocacy to 
County Council  on Bethesda Sector Plan

Plus other New Business

Next  Meet ing: November 16th ? Elect ions ? Slate TBA

public space, additional landscaping 
around new buildings, increased space 
for more and healthier street trees and 
fewer exemptions regarding the 
provision of public space.

- EBCA urges Council as part of the Plan 
to adopt a meaningful way to engage 
cit izens regarding development such 
as reinstating a Citizens Advisory 
Committee. This is particularly 
important under the revised plan in 
which each developer will request 
both height and density from the pool 
going forward.

         HERE IS HOW YOU CAN GET INVOLVED!

- EBCA Meeting with County 
Councilmembers, October 17th ? 
Please mark your calendar for the 
evening of October 17th when EBCA 
will be hosting a meeting with 
Montgomery County Councilmembers 

Roger Berliner (District 1, Council Vice 
President), Marc Elrich (At-Large), 
George Leventhal (At-Large) and Hans 
Riemer (At-Large) to talk about the 
Bethesda Sector Plan. Time and 
location to follow.

- County Council Public Hearing on the 
Bethesda Plan, October 18th? After 
many, many work sessions, the 
Planning Board sent their 
recommendations over to the County 
Council this summer and the Council 
has scheduled its public hearing on the 
Bethesda Plan for the evening of 
October 18th at the Council Off ice 
Building, 100 Maryland Avenue (time 
TBA). If  you would like to testify, call 
the Council at 240-777-7803 or sign 
up electronically onlines at 
t inyurl.com/ebca-council. At very least, 
WRITE IN to make your opinions 
known. Write to contact@ebca.org for 
a list of relevant email addresses.



Neighborhood News

B-CC High School :
To accommodate Bethesda-Chevy Chase (B-CC) High School?s 
increasing enrollment, the construction of a 34-classroom 
addition at Bethesda-Chevy Chase High school is now 
underway, with completion expected by Fall 2018. Hess 
Construction has set up on the School?s football f ield and track, 
and the area that is now enclosed by fences will remain closed 
through the two-year construction period. The school baseball 
f ield is stil l open. Eight portable classrooms are in the process 
of being relocated to the front of the school to accommodate 
the current overcrowding at the school. The bus lane in the 
front of the school will be narrowed a bit, and a handful of 
parking spaces will be lost during construction. Members of the 
construction team will park on the f ield within the stadium 
during construction.

Middle School :
To accommodate enrollment increases at Westland Middle 
School, Montgomery County Public Schools (MCPS) is building a 
second middle school for the B-CC cluster which will open in 
August 2017. In January 2016, the Board of Education (BOE) 
authorized a boundary study to review options for the service 
area of the new Middle School # 2, and associated changes to 
Westland. The B-CC Cluster Middle Schools Boundary Advisory 
Committee Report was released on June 15, 2016. The 
remaining activit ies for the boundary process include:

- The Superintendent?s recommendation will be released 
mid-October 2016

- BOE Work session November 3, 2016 
- Alternatives to superintendent?s recommendation may be 

introduced by Board members
- BOE Public hearings November 10 & 14, 2016
- BOE Decision on boundaries November 21, 2016
- Boundary changes effective August 2017 with opening of 

new school.

See www.ebca.org for more information on the B-CC High 
School addition and the new B-CC Cluster Middle School # 2 
construction and boundary study.

The time is now! We NEED YOU to get involved to help make 
our neighborhood as safe as possible. Due to neighborhood 
crime such as car and home break-ins, package theft, and drug 
deals in our parks, East Bethesda is partnering with 
Montgomery County police to establish its own Neighborhood 
Watch program. Together we will identify ways to make our 
neighborhood safer and then work to achieve our goals. 
Establishing a Neighborhood Watch takes time and 
commitment from all of us, but it will pay off  if  we have more 
vigilant neighbors who call the police when they notice any 
suspicious activity, residents who look out for each other, 
locked cars, better protected homes, better street l ighting, 
increased police presence, Neighborhood Watch signage, and 
more.  

- Who should get involved?
All East Bethesda Residents? this means you!

- How do we get started?
Three meetings with your East Bethesda neighbors and two 
Montgomery County Police Off icers on October 6, 13, and 
20 from 6:30 to 9:30 p.m. Please attend all 3 meetings (or 
as many as you can) as dif ferent content will be covered.  

- Where are we meeting?
Bethesda Chevy Chase High School Cafeteria

- Need more info?
Email Heidi Gertner at heidigertner@yahoo.com

Neighborhood Watch is only successful if  we all work 
together! Please do your part to make living in East Bethesda 
even better.

EBCA is Start ing a 
Neighborhood Watch

Get Involved!
By Heidi Gertner

School  Construct ion Update 
By Monica Hayes, Education Chair

Important  EBCA Dates

- Wednesday, September 28 ? 7:00 pm EBCA General 
Membership Meeting, BCC High School Room, 113C

- Thursday, October 6 ? 6:30-9:30 pm Neighborhood Watch 
meeting # 1 BCC High School Cafeteria

- Thursday, October 13 ? 6:30-9:30 pm Neighborhood Watch 
meeting# 2 BCC High School Cafeteria

- Monday, October 17 ? 7:15 pm EBCA meeting with 
Montgomery County Councilmembers, BCC High School 

- Monday, October 18 ? County Council Public Hearing on 
the Bethesda Sector Plan, t ime and place TBA. 

- Thursday, October 20 ? 6:30-9:30 pm Neighborhood Watch 
meeting# 23 BCC High School Cafeteria 

- Sunday, October 30 ? 2:00 pm, EBCA Halloween Parade ? 
Chase Park (corner of Chase Ave. & Tilbury St.)

- Wednesday, November 16 ? 7:00 pm EBCA General 
Membership Meeting and Election, BCC High School 

Hal loween Parade & 
Parks Clean-Up

Mark your Calendar: EBCA Halloween Parade ? Sunday, October 
30, 2016, Get in your Halloween costume and meet at Chase 
Park, 2 pm to parade to Lynnbrook Park with your neighbors.

Help Keep EBCA Beautiful ? Be on the lookout for the EBCA fall 
clean-up day. We will you keep posted via Facebook and EBCA 
email distribution.  



Fall 2016

Purple Line 
Update: Court  
Rul ing Could 
Force Delay

By Andy O?Hare

The latest development regarding the 
Purple Line is a recent decision from the 
Maryland Court of Appeals regarding the 
validity of the Maryland Transit 
Administration?s (MTA) environmental 
impact analysis. The court held the 
analysis did not adequately factor in the 
ongoing maintenance issues with Metro 
and how and whether that would affect 
the ridership f igures for the proposed 
Purple Line. 

MTA plans to appeal the decision. This 
could delay the project for several 
months. EBCA will keep you updated as 
the project moves forward.

President 's Notebook
By Lisa McCabe, President

With the end of summer vacation, we 
know this is a busy time for everyone 
and EBCA is no exception.  We have an 
important General Membership meeting 
set for September 28th in which we 
invite current members to vote on a 
general position for EBCA to take as we 
talk with the County regarding their vote 
this fall on the Bethesda Sector Plan. Our 
position and details are in this 
newsletter. More information and ways 
for you to get involved will be sent to 
you via email and through the EBCA 
Facebook page. Also, for residents 
interested in learning more about 
neighborhood issues related to planning 
and development, join the Facebook 
Page ?Neighbors for a Better Bethesda.? 

We heard from neighbors regarding 
safety in East Bethesda and we are 
working toward establishing a 

Neighborhood Watch with the f irst of 
several meetings starting in early 
October. Please see the article below for 
details on how to get involved and mark 
your calendar for these important 
meetings. We can only make it work, if  we 
have committed volunteers.

EBCA needs volunteers to keep 
providing information, social activit ies 
and a connection among neighbors. 
Please get involved. If  you would like to 
become a member of the EBCA Executive 
Committee or work on a park clean-up or 
organize a social event for the 
neighborhood, we can make it happen. 
Please contact me at president@ebca.org 
if  you are interested in getting involved. 
We will have elections for a new 
President and Executive Committee 
positions this fall. See you at the meeting 
on Wednesday, September 28th.




