
I wish one and all a happy fall 
season. Please mark your calendars 
and plan to attend the EBCA General 
Membership meeting coming up on 
Wednesday, October 25 from 7-9 
p.m. The meeting will be held in the 
cafeteria at B-CC High School. 

As you know, EBCA has been busy 
on behalf  of the neighborhood over 
the past several months, addressing 
the details of the update to the 
Bethesda Sector Plan. We worked 
closely with off icials from the Park 
and Planning Department and with 
key members of the County Council 
to address building height and 
development transition concerns 
along the borders of our community, 
with a key focus on the Wisconsin 
Avenue-Tilbury corridor. As with all 
major changes in public policies, the 
ultimate outcome was a ref lection of 
back and forth negotiations. I 
believe East Bethesda fared very 
well in the end. Attention will now 
turn to Plan implementation, which 
has already begun with the 
announcement of the new Marriott 
Headquarters and hotel. We 
anticipate a number of additional 
projects to begin construction along 
Wisconsin Avenue in the coming 
months. To that end, at the 
upcoming General Membership 
meeting on October 25, we plan to 
form (really re-form) a Development 
Committee, which will focus on 
representing East Bethesda on Plan 
Implementation. 

We will also consider an increase 
to the EBCA dues at the upcoming 

meeting. The current dues rate has 
been in place for more than 15 years 
($15 annually per member), and has 
not kept up with inf lation, nor the 
level of effort required to address 
our neighborhood challenges. I will 
propose that dues be raised to $20 
per member annually. 

In addition, we have invited 
representatives from the 
Montgomery County Department of 
Transportation to discuss the interim 
Capital Crescent Trail, which will be 
the alternative to the Georgetown 
Branch, while the Purple Line is 
being constructed over the next 
several years. 

Finally, organizations like EBCA 
succeed on the strengths of its 
volunteer leadership. I encourage 
all, including a large number of new 
residents in East Bethesda, to get 
involved and support the continued 
vitality of our community. 

Purple Line Update
As many of you know, Purple Line 

Transit Partners, the group of 
companies that have contracted with 
MTA to build the Purple Line, 
announced an abrupt closure of the 
Georgetown Branch Trail over Labor 
Day weekend. This took many in the 
East Bethesda community by 
surprise. East Bethesda had been 
previously invited by MTA to 
nominate a representative for a 
?community advisory team,? which 
would advise the construction 
contractor as the Purple Line project 
got underway. These CATs are now 
planning to have their f irst meeting 
in mid October. The group that 
addresses the section of the 
right-of-way running through East 
Bethesda will meet on October 17. 
Andy O?Hare and David Saltzman will 
represent EBCA on this CAT. A report 
on the meeting will be provided 
during the general membership 
meeting on October 25.

General Mem bership Meet ing

Wednesday, Oct ober  25, 7-9 p.m .
B-CC High School

7:00  Int roduct ion

7:05  Int er im  Capit al Crescent  Trail
              representative of MoCo DOT invited

7:40  Repor t  on Purple Line Com m unit y Advisory Meet ing

8:20  Mem bership Dues Adjust m ent

8:40  Halloween Parade

8:45  Ot her  Business/Repor t s
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EBCA Membership 
Experience Changing

We are updating our membership program by signing on with the 
membership management software provider, Memberplanet. Using this 
new software will be an upgrade to our website, membership renewal 
system, and the means by which EBCA communicates with members. 
We will also be able to offer you and EBCA a mobile app and online 
directory. You will receive an email regarding how to join or renew your 
EBCA membership using Memberplanet by mid December. EBCA 
membership is on the calendar year, from January 1st to December 
31st. Also, you will stil l be able to renew by mailing a check to EBCA, if  
that is your preference.

Hal loween Parade
The annual EBCA Halloween Parade will 

be held in Sunday, October 29th starting at 
3 p.m. Grab your costume and meet at 
Chase Avenue Urban Park at the corner of 
Chase Avenue and Tilbury Street for the 
start of the parade. We will process down 
Chase Avenue to Lynnbrook Park. One 
hundred free scoops of ice cream will be 
available, sponsored by East Bethesda 
realtor Brittany Allison. 

Save
These
Dates

Wednesday, October 25: General  Membership Meet ing
7 p.m. at B-CC High School

Sunday, October 28: Hal loween Parade
Meet at 3 p.m. at Chase Avenue Urban Park

Sunday, December 31: Last  Chance to Pay 2017 Dues
See the membership coupon on the back page.



B-CC HS Enrol lment  
Bethesda-Chevy Chase High School 
enrollment is expected to increase to 2400 
students by the year 2021. The construction 
of a 34 classroom addition is well underway 
and on schedule to be completed by the fall 
of 2018. From now until January, the main 
entrance is undergoing a redesign.  As a 
result, the temporary main entrance is near 
the loading dock and use of the gym is 
restricted. The stadium continues to serve 
as the staging area for construction and all 
games will be played at other school sites.  

Tree Reminders
New trees need water in the Fall too! You 

can use a hose, a watering bin, or watering 
bag --- the new trees (in the ground for 1-3 
years) need a solid 15-25 gallons of water a 
week. With all the acres of tree and forest 
loss in the area, it is so important that the 
new trees survive and thrive! Anyone is 
welcome to borrow a bin and some jugs 
from neighbor Amanda Farber 
(amandafarber@hotmail.com) if  that helps 
reach a tree in need! This Fall/Winter there 
will also be about 45+ new trees planted 
neighborhood-wide. Again, it is l itt le 
compared to what is being lost, but they are 
a welcome addition to help keep our streets 
shaded, our air cleaned, area noise 
buffered, and stormwater collected. 
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Find EBCA Onl ine!

www.EBCA.org

facebook.com/
groups/ebca1

This group is "closed" for privacy.
Please request membership approval.

Downtown Bethesda Sector 
Development Plans

There are many development projects that are proposed as part of 
the new approved Downtown Bethesda Sector Plan, or were already in 
the pipeline, that will impact our East Bethesda neighborhood in 
various ways. Approved and proposed projects include Marriott HQ 
and Hotel, Apex Building, 7900 Wisconsin Ave (old Fitness First site), 
ZOM on Arlington Road, St. Elmo Apartments, 7351 Wisconsin Ave (old 
police station site), 4540 Montgomery Ave (along Pearl Street dead 
end), Edgemont at Bethesda II, and several others as well. The new 
sector plan put in place certain new requirements and guidelines 
including a park impact payment and design guidelines. EBCA is 
looking for residents who would be interested in joining the EBCA 
Development Committee to help monitor the development and 
construction process as it relates to our neighborhood and to advocate 
for needed design improvements and public amenities. Please contact 
Amanda Farber at amandafarber@hotmail.com if  you are interested. 



Last  Chance to Pay Your EBCA Dues for 2017!
Fill out and mail in this form or renew online at www.ebca.org.

You can also renew your EBCA Membership at the October 25 meeting; please bring cash or check.

Please support our neighborhood activit ies, this newsletter, and the community activism that 
makes East Bethesda one of the most desirable places in which to invest and raise a family. 

$15 per voting member, but additional contributions are always welcome.

EBCA ? Membership
P.O. Box 41020

Bethesda, MD 20824

Member 1:_____________________________________________________ 

Email 1: _____________________________________________________

Member 2:_____________________________________________________

Email: 2: _____________________________________________________

Address: _____________________________________________________

Phone: _____________________________________________________

Number of Members _____ x $15 each = $_____

EBCA will not share your contact information with anyone outside of the organization. 


