
Happy Spring to one and all. 
Please mark your calendars and plan 
to attend the EBCA General 
Membership meeting on 
Wednesday, March 21, 2018 from 
7-9 p.m. The meeting will be held in 
the cafeteria at Bethesda Chevy 
Chase High School and run from 7-9 
p.m. Please plan to attend. A 
meeting agenda is outlined in this 
newsletter. 

EBCA is following the construction 
of many commercial and residential 
projects underway in downtown 
Bethesda as well as new projects 
seeking approval and entering the 
development pipeline. I am happy to 
report that Amanda Farber, EBCA VP, 
and Steve Long of Midddleton Lane, 
were selected to be two of seven 
residential members of the newly- 
formed Bethesda Plan 
Implementation Advisory Committee 
to represent communities adjacent 
to the downtown Bethesda area. This 
group will meet on a monthly basis 
to review new downtown Bethesda 
project proposals and ensure the 
Plan is being implemented as 
intended. 

Work also continues on the 
construction of the Purple Line. East 
Bethesda is well represented on the 
Community Advisory Committee 
addressing the section of the Purple 
Line right-of-way that runs through 
East Bethesda. On a related note, the 
communities of East Bethesda, 
Edgevale and the Town of Chevy 

Chase have formed a coalit ion to 
address Purple Line construction 
and also plan to meet on a routine 
basis as the project unfolds over the 
coming months. 

In addition, the Bethesda police 
department has moved from 
Montgomery Avenue to a new 
location on Auburn Avenue. We will 
have a department representative 
attend the fall EBCA general 
membership meeting. 

Moreover, if  you have not already 
done so, please pay your EBCA dues 
for calendar year 2018. The dues are 
now $20 per person annually. Your 
dues help us support advocacy on 
behalf  our community, newsletter 
distribution, maintenance of our 
neighborhood welcome signage and 
the variety of social events we host, 
such as the Labor Day picnic and 
Halloween parade. 

Finally, we will elect EBCA off icers 
at the March 21 meeting. The 
nominating committee has 
forwarded the following slate to be 
considered at the election:

- President: Andy O?Hare
- First VP: Amanda Farber
- Second VP: Katya Marin
- Secretary: Melissa Groman
- Treasurer: Jack Hayes

Renaming Port ion 
of  Maryland Avenue 

There has been a proposal to 
re-name Pearl/Maryland Street. 
Glenn Orlin is scheduled to provide 
overview of proposal. This proposal 
would not impact any house 
addresses. In addition, changing a 
street name does not change its 
classif ication. Pearl Street north of 
Sleaford Road and all of Maryland 
Avenue (both its north and south 
segments) are secondary residential 
streets, the same as nearly every 
other street in East Bethesda. Giving 
the street the same name (?Pearl 
Street?) south of Maple would result 
in less confusion for visitors and 
delivery people trying to negotiate 
through the neighborhood. 
Renaming Maryland Avenue as 
?Pearl Street? between Maple and 
Chase would dif ferentiate it f rom the 
segment of Maryland Avenue 
between South Chelsea and Jones 
Bridge Road.  Some visitors and 
delivery people may enter one side 
of the neighborhood, while they 
really want to be other side, 
requiring them to go back out to 
Wisconsin Avenue. The County 
would incur a minor cost replacing 
half  the street name sign blades at 
four Maryland Avenue intersections: 
at Chase, at West Virginia, at 
Highland, and at Maple.
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Wednesday, March 21, 7-9 p.m .
B-CC High School (See Page 3 for  Agenda)
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EBCA Membership Update 
Membership in EBCA is on a calendar year basis, 

running from January to December. If  you have not 
already done so, you may pay your annual dues ($20/per 
resident) using the enclosed coupon or you may contact 
our Membership Chairperson, Paige Nerenberg at 
membership@ebca.org for additional ways to pay 
member dues. Thanks to all of our renewing and new 
members for 2018!

Staying In Touch
The East Bethesda Facebook Page, the Nextdoor 

network, and the EBCA email l istserv are all great ways to 
stay on top of events and happenings in our 
neighborhood and beyond in downtown Bethesda. 

www.EBCA.org
www.facebook.com/groups/ebca1

BCC High School
The building construction is scheduled to be completed 

in the of Fall 2018. The f ield area will take longer to 
complete. There is also now a proposal to fund and install 
an artif icial turf  f ield where the former natural 
football/ soccer/ f ield sports f ield was located. 

Compost ing Program

The Compost Crew has been very successful in bringing 
community composting to a variety of neighborhoods 
with pilot programs of all sizes. They are offering a pilot 
program to the East Bethesda neighborhood. Composting 
at home can help reduce our carbon footprint, keep 
valuable nutrients in our food cycle and out of a landfil l 
and rejuvenate our soils. If  there is interest, and if  15 new 
house holds sign-up, the cost is $35 for the f irst 2 months 
and there is a discounted rate following the pilot period. 
Please stay tuned for further details. 



Purple Line 
Construct ion

Work continues on the construction of the 
Purple Line. Construction crews are focused 
on removing trees and other vegetation 
along the right-of-way in anticipation of 
installation of util it ies, stormwater drainage 
and other features beginning this summer. 
The latter will l ikely require some regrading 
of the right-of way, as the train that ran on 
the right-of-way previously was only a 
single track. Those interested in the 
ongoing construction efforts may sign up 
for regular, electronic updates  at 
www.purplelinemd.com/construction.

Development 
Commit tee 
Highl ights

There is construction everywhere you 
turn these days ? but what you are seeing is 
just the beginning. The Planning 
Department is set to unveil a new website 
soon to help residents track approved 
development projects and to monitor the 
density (square footage) remaining under 
the new Bethesda Downtown Plan. EBCA, 
Coalit ion of Bethesda Area Residents, and 
the IAC are watching school capacity 
numbers, the payments toward future park 
funding, and the implementation of other 
promised amenities such as bike lanes and 
pedestrian improvements. There are a 
number of large new projects that have 
broken ground or have recently been 
approved. These include the Apex building, 
7359 Wisconsin (the old police station), the 
new Marriott Headquarters and Hotel, and 
7900 Wisconsin. A number of other projects 
are going through the development 
process. It is important for EBCA to ensure 
that the premise and promises of the new 
sector plan with regards to design, parks, 
schools, affordable housing, and traff ic and 
transit are upheld.
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General Mem bership Meet ing Agenda

Wednesday, March 21, 7-9 p.m .
B-CC High School

7:00  Int roduct ion

7:05  Elect ion of  EBCA Off icers 2018

7:15  Repor t  f rom  t he Developm ent  
Com m it t ee

7:40  Purple Line Updat e

8:00  Re-nam ing Pear l St reet /Maryland 
Avenue

8:20  Ot her  Business/Repor t s



Pay Your EBCA Dues for 2018!
Fill out and mail in this form or renew online at www.ebca.org.

You can also renew your EBCA Membership at the March 21 meeting; please bring cash or check.

Please support our neighborhood activit ies, this newsletter, and the community activism that 
makes East Bethesda one of the most desirable places in which to invest and raise a family. 

$20 per voting member, but additional contributions are always welcome.

EBCA ? Membership
P.O. Box 41020

Bethesda, MD 20824

Member 1:_____________________________________________________ 

Email 1: _____________________________________________________

Member 2:_____________________________________________________

Email: 2: _____________________________________________________

Address: _____________________________________________________

Phone: _____________________________________________________

Number of Members _____ x $20 each = $_____

EBCA will not share your contact information with anyone outside of the organization. 


