
Spring is on the way, and there is 
lots going on in East Bethesda. 
Please mark your calendars for the 
EBCA General Membership meeting 
on Wednesday, March 20, 2019. The 
meeting will run from 7-9 p.m. and 
be held in the Lynnbrook School 
auditorium (located in the center of 
our community in Lynnbrook Park). 
We will have two guest speakers, 
including Andrew Friedson, the 
recently elected Montgomery 
Council Councilmember for District 
1 (which includes Bethesda) and Rick 
Ammirato, Executive Director of the 
Bethesda Urban Partnership. Andrew 
will share his priorit ies for 2019 and 
address some local issues of 
interest, including development in 
Bethesda. There will be an 
opportunity for Q&A that you will 
not want to miss.

Rick will discuss the results of an 
East Bethesda community survey on 
Chase and Cheltenham Parks. These 
two parks are situated along the 
western edge of our community and 
provide welcome respite in an area 
with limited green space. You can 
take the survey at conta.cc/2EfG5HD 
It is very brief, and I encourage all to 
complete it and share your two 
cents. 

In late February, EBCA sent a letter 
to the County Council regarding a 
proposed zoning amendment for 
accessory dwelling units. EBCA 
concerns address the following 
issues:
- Lot size considerations: 

Supported threshold size (10,000 

square f t)
- Unit size considerations: 

Supported threshold size (1,200 
square feet)

- Existing accessory structures: 
Opposed grandfathering

- Parking: Recommended that local 
l imitations be considered

- Trees and stormwater: Expressed 
concern about tree loss and 
stormwater capacity

- Enforcement: Expressed concerns 
about ability of County to enforce 
new code and potential for il legal 
short term rentals

- Schools: Requested that a study 
of impact on school capacity be 
completed before adoption.

EBCA will continue to closely 
monitor this matter and share 
crit ical developments with the 
community. 

If  you have not already done so, 
now is the time to update your EBCA 
membership for this calendar year. 
The cost is $20 per member. There is 
additional membership information 
provided elsewhere in this 
newsletter in addition to a 
membership coupon. 

We are always recruiting East 
Bethesda residents to be EBCA 
volunteers. Please reach out to me at 
president@ebca.org if  you are 
interested in getting involved in the 
organization. I will be happy to 
address any questions you may have 
about the issues discussed in this 
newsletter or otherwise. 

I look forward to seeing you on 
March 20!

EBCA Elect ions
At the March 20 General 

Membership Meeting, elections will 
be held for EBCA off icers. All 
members in good standing are 
eligible to vote.

The following slate of off icers has 
been proposed.

President: Andy O?Hare
1st Vice President: Amanda Farber
2nd Vice President: Katya Marin
Secretary: Melissa Groman
Treasurer: Jack Hayes

General Mem bership 
Meet ing

Wednesday, March 20
7-9 p.m ., Lynnbrook  School 

1. Andrew Friedson, Montgomery 
County Council District 1

2. Rick Ammirato, Executive 
Director Bethesda Urban 
Partnership

3. Election of EBCA Off icers

4. Updates on:
- Accessory Dwelling Units
- East West Highway 

Improvements
- County-wide School 

Boundary Study
- Elementary Capacity Study 

for BCC and Walter Johnson 
Clusters

5. Development and Lynnbrook 
Park Stormwater Update

6. Other Business

www.EBCA.org Spr ing 2019

President 's Notebook
By Andy O?Hare
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EBCA Membership Update 
By Paige Nerenberg

EBCA works to build a strong community within and 
beyond our borders by organizing social events, making 
improvements around the neighborhood, advocating for 
East Bethesda on matters affecting our community, and 
providing information to our members through mailed 
newsletters, emails, Facebook. General membership 
meetings are held twice a year. Our membership year is 
the calendar year, January 1 to December 31. 

Some of the issues EBCA is facing this year include 
traff ic, Purple Line construction, pedestrian access along 
Wisconsin Avenue, new building projects coming before 
the Planning Board and school capacity issues, to name a 
few. 

Your membership and support are vital to our 
neighborhood! 

Membership is only $20 for each voting resident of 
East Bethesda! 

EBCA is now using Memberplanet. You will need to 
create an account and join EBCA. Email us at 
membership@ebca.org and we will send you an 
invitation to join or to address any questions.

Alternatively, you may complete the coupon in this 
newsletter and send your dues to:

EBCA - Membership
P.O.Box 41020
Bethesda, MD 20824
Please include your address, email, and contact phone 

number.

Western Montgomery County 
Cit izens Advisory Board

By Jason Yang

Did you know that you have two neighborhood 
residents representing you in Montgomery County? Katya 
Marin and I serve as Vice-Chair and Chair, respectively, 
for the Western Montgomery County Citizens Advisory 
Board. The board is f il led with non-prof it, resident, and 
business representatives, providing direct input and 
feedback to our County Executive and County Council. 
The board strives to ref lect the varying points of view 
within our region, and your opinions mean a lot! So 
please feel open and welcome to share with Katya and 
me your concerns and thoughts on what?s going on within 
the county and your ideas for how to improve our 
amazing community! katya.a.marin@gmail.com and 
jasonyang9@gmail.com

Social  Commit tee Plans
By Caroline Aslan

Please make sure you are a signed up, dues-paying, 
member of EBCA and help support our endeavors to 
advocate on behalf  of all of our neighbors with one voice. 
As part of your membership dues, we facilitate social 
events that allow us to spend some time together as a 
community. If  you haven't done so already, please join 
our Facebook group at facebook.com/groups/ebca1 
where we will be creating events and inviting ideas. If  
Facebook isn't your thing, please send me your email 
address to social@ebca.org and I'l l keep you informed. 
Here is the calendar for 2019:
- Monthly Happy Hours: Third Monday of the month; 

First one this year is March 18th at Guapos. 
- May: Community yard sale and shred event with A 

Wider Circle charity donation drop off
- July: Columbia Country Club f ireworks at Lynnbrook 

Park
- October: Halloween parade 
- Other events we are contemplating include: an 

October Fest, pop-up dog park, pancake breakfast and 
an evening with Bill Offutt, a well-known Bethesda 
historian. 

 

Website Update

We are pleased to report that EBCA will soon have a 
new website. The present website served us well for a 
number of years but has been dif f icult to routinely 
update. The new site will share key association 
information, contain a calendar and provide links to the 
EBCA Facebook page and other relevant social media 
channels. EBCA members will receive an e-mail when the 
new website is up and running. 

2019 EBCA Membership
Renew online at www.ebca.org or mail this form to:

EBCA ? Membership
P.O. Box 41020

Bethesda, MD 20824

Name: __________________________ 

Email: __________________________

Address: __________________________

Phone: __________________________

Number of Members _____ x $20 each = $____
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Development Update Lynnbrook Stormwater Update
By Amanda Farber

Many residents were surprised to see construction 
fencing set up on the blacktop at Lynnbrook Park late last 
year. There had been no prior community notice or 
signage about the project, so residents had many 
questions. EBCA learned the project was to build 
stormwater bioretention facil it ies to mitigate for the 
construction at BCC High School. This offsite mitigation is 
allowed, because the sites are in the same watershed; 
and the existing stormwater management on the 
Lynnbrook site was poor. 

EBCA held a public meeting with MCPS, Parks and DPS 
on February 11th to discuss the plans and to ensure they 
would be compatible with how the school and park space 
is used. Off icials have offered to further review and 
improve the plans. The facilit ies are referred to as 
"ponds" but are not intended to retain standing water. 
They will include native plantings and landscaping and 
there will be further discussion about fencing needs as 
the project progresses. Off icials are hoping the project 
will be completed by April but the time may be extended 
to ensure the best design. 

By Amanda Farber

- Current construction projects near East Bethesda 
include the Marriott site and 7900 Wisconsin Ave. 
Residents are awaiting confirmation on what retail will 
open in the 7900 Wisconsin project. 

- Construction has begun at the future Avocet Tower 
site where the old police station was located. It will 
require several lane closures and sidewalk closures at 
dif ferent t imes.

- The project at 4702 West Virginia Ave has come in for 
Sketch Plan (the f irst part of the approval process) and 
there is a hearing tentatively set for May 9th. The 
project proposes 8 townhouse/multifamily units with 
underground parking. 

- EBCA is monitoring the projects proposed for 8280 
Wisconsin and 8000 Wisconsin near East Bethesda as 
they should be starting construction relatively soon; 
and are monitoring potential proposals for the 7800 
block of Wisconsin. 

- There was another incident of fall ing glass at 4500 
East West Highway, the County has ordered protective 
walkways for the sidewalks surrounding the building. 




