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Happy Spring to all. We will host
our Spring General Membership
meeting on Wednesday, April 26.
The meeting will run from 7-9 p.m.,
EDT. The meeting will be virtual, to
accommodate one of our guest
speakers. The Zoom link is included
in_ the meeting agenda, located
elsewhere in the Newsletter. For
the April 26 meeting, we will have
four guest speakers, including
Officer Demond Johnson with the
Second District of the Montgomery
County Police Department; Brian
Downie with BF Saul, to discuss a

planned residential project at
Wisconsin  and  Highland/West
Virginia; Alberto Zegada with

PEPCO to share a neighborhood
update, and finally, our neighbor
Maryam Azarion who will discuss
the efforts of Tree Friends. | hope
you can join us for what will be a
very informative meeting.

New Public Park Planned for
Bethesda: The county Parks
Department hosted a series of
public meetings the week of March
13 to solicit community feedback
on the creation of a new public
park (really an extension of an
existing one) in Bethesda,
associated with the Bethesda Farm
Women's Market (“Market”) at Elm
Street and Wisconsin Avenue. The
park, envisioned by the most
recent Bethesda sector plan, is the
product of a complicated
public/private partnership between
the Parks Department, the Town of
Chevwy Chase and residential
developer EYA LLC. EYA plans to
build a series of residential
structures in the vicinity of the

Market and the park and other
improvements are associated with
that development. The new park
will be located where there are
presently two public surface
parking lots behind the Market. The
current surface parking will be
placed underground (on the north
parcel, there will be no parking on
the south parcel) and the park
build on top. Consequently, there
will be an additional four acres of
new parkland. This is really a
southern extension of the existing
Elm Street Park, creating what was
termed in the Bethesda plan, the
“Eastern Greenway”. EYA also plans
to refurbish and enhance the
Market's building and associated
surroundings. These new
community amenities will be
installed in a stepwise fashion over
the next several years. Additional
information on this project may be
found here:

https://montgomeryparks.org/

projects/directory/

bethesda-market-park/

Norfolk Avenue “Streetery” to be
Enhanced: The pandemic brought
many unexpected changes,
including the partial closure of
Norfolk Avenue in the Woodmont
Triangle of Bethesda to
accommodate a “Streetery.” The
objective was to expand the
available outdoor space for eating
and socializing to address the need
to “socially distance.” While we are
glad those “distancing” days are
mostly behind us, there continues
to be a desire for more outdoor

gathering spaces. The Montgomery
County DOT is doing a study to
consider various options for
potentially making portions of
Norfolk Avenue a shared public
space permanently. DOT hosted a
public meeting on March 16 to
share some preliminary thinking.
Additional information on this
project may be found here:

https://www.montgomery

countymd.gov/dot-dte/

projects/NorfolkAve/index.html.

In the meantime, the Bethesda
Urban  Partnership plans to
enhance the existing “Streetery”
experience. They will install
improvements to the seating and
Create structures to provide shade,
among other improvements. This is
intended to be temporary, while
the DOT study and planning for a
permanent improvement is
ongoing. Look for these changes
over the next month or so.

Purple Line: Construction of the
transitway continues, with most
activity in  our neighborhood
focused on retaining walls and
utility installation. The biggest
recent development was the
opening of the tunnel under the
richt-of-way at Sleaford and
Kentbury. EBCA has reached out to
the Maryland Transit
Administration and Montgomery
County DOT to gather information
regarding maintenance of these
new public spaces. MTA will
maintain the tunnel (including its
lighting), DOT will maintain the
adjacent landscaping.
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DOT Developments: EBCA continues to encourage the
State Highway Department to move forward with the
signaled crossing of Wisconsin at Middleton Lane. We will
keep the pressure on SHA to get the job done. There are
a few other traffic safety/pedestrian improvements that
have been completed (four-way stop at Lynbrook and
Rosedale), and a few still awaiting completion (crosswalk
at Pearl and Harling). Thanks to the county DOT for their
responsiveness to our requests.

EBCA Membership: Elsewhere in this Newsletter you will
find information regarding EBCA membership.
Membership is $20 annually per individual. Please join.
The organization is only as strong as its membership.

Other Issues of Interest: The Montgomery County
Council is debating legislation that could ban the use of
gas leaf blowers. Details are still being debated. Stay
tuned.

Lastly, we have received a request from our friends that
manage the programs at the Lynbrook School. They
maintain a large dumpster out-back for recycling paper.
East Bethesda residents are kindly asked NOT to use the
dumpster for pet waste, as this makes the collected
paper unrecyclable.....

| hope to see many of you at the General Membership
meeting on April 26.

Development Update
By Amanda Farber

EBCA is monitoring progress on the following
projects that are within or in close vicinity of
East Bethesda and will provide updates as they
become available:

1. 4725 Cheltenham Drive (Community Three)
2. 8001 Wisconsin Ave (BF Saul)

3. 4405 East West Highway (Perseus)

4. The Avondale (S)I)

5. 7820 Wisconsin Ave/Novel Bethesda (Bethesda
Land LLC)

6. The Artena/8000 Wisconsin (Aksoylu Properties)

7. Maple/Highland Ave and West Virginia Ave
County surface parking lots
(Broadbranch/Monument)

8. Battery Lane District redevelopment plans
(Brown).
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EBCA Virtual Meeting Agenda
April 26, 7-9 p.m.

Join Zoom Meeting:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82972763383

1. Introduction (A. O’'Hare)

2. Officer Demond Johnson,
Montgomery County Police

3. Brian Downie, BF Saul; Planned
residential development

Alberto Zegada, PEPCO
Maryam Azarion, Tree Friends

Other Business

N oo unok

Adjourn
Tree Friends

Tree Friends is a neighborhood volunteer group
devoted to preserving, protecting and promoting
trees. The recent focus is on removing invasive
English Ivy and other invasive plants from trees.
To learn more and volunteer, please contact Jill
McKay at: mckay.jill@gmail.com

New Trees: Montgomery County Department of
Transportation will plant trees in the county
right-of-way. Please sign up before April 30!
Contact: Jeff Dunckel atjrdunckel@gmail.com.
For trees on private property, make a request
at:https://treemontgomery.org/

request-a-tree/

Earth Day: Join us for Yoga in the Park on April
22nd at 11am at Lynbrook Park. Consider a
nominal Earth Day contribution of $10 to help
with our fundraising efforts. We will also do
some mulching of trees on Maple Avenue,
following yoga. Please bring your gloves and a
shovel!

Membership Update
By Naya Robitaille

EBCA works to build a strong community within and beyond
our borders by organizing social events, making
improvements around the neighborhood, advocating for
East Bethesda on matters affecting our community, and
providing information to our members through mailed
newsletters, emails, and Facebook. General membership
meetings are held twice a year. Our membership year
follows our fiscal year: January 1 - December 31.

Your membership and support are vital to our
neighborhood! Membership is only $20 for each voting
resident of East Bethesda! EBCA is now using
Memberplanet to help manage membership. You can use
the app to create an account and join EBCA. Email us at
membership@ebca.org and we will send you an invitation

to join. Or, you can mail your membership dues to:
EBCA - Membership
P.0.Box 41020
Bethesda, MD 20824
Please include your address, email, and contact phone
number and we will add you to our database.
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FIRM HEADQUARTERS HAS BEEN IN YOUR
NEIGHBORHOOD FOR DECADES. WE
OFFER FREE ESTIMATES, A FULL-RANGE
OF RESIDENTIAL REMODELING, REPAIRS,
PAINTING, AND HANDYMAN SERVICES.
PLEASE CONSIDER US FOR YOUR NEXT
LARGE OR SMALL REMODELING PROJECT.
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