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President’s Column-Andy O’Hare

Happy Fall to all. The Pandemic

circumstance has improved
considerably since we met
virtually in the Spring.

Consequently, we will host our
first in person General
Membership meeting since 2019.
The meeting will take place on
Tuesday, November 15 and be
held at the Lynbrook Center,
located in Lynbrook Park in the
center of our neighborhood. An
agenda for the meeting is
provided elsewhere in this
Newsletter, | welcome all to
attend. We will have a full
program.

General Membership Meeting: |
have asked our Councilmember,
Andrew Friedson, to join us to
discuss next steps following the
adoption by the County Council of
the Thrive 2050 Plan. One of the
key objectives of the plan is to
increase residential density in
communities in close proximity to
Metro, which includes all of East

Bethesda. 1 have also asked
Andrew to discuss potential
mitigating measures for
stormwater problems in the
Glenbrook portion of East
Bethesda.

Residential Stormwater
Management: | have invited a
representative of the county
Department of Environmental

Protection to share details about
the rainscapes program the
county administers to manage
stormwater at residential
properties. While not a holy grail,

some of these tactics can make a
difference on some properties.

Development Updates: We will
also hear from representatives of
two high rise residential
development projects that are
about to get underway along the
perimeter of our community. The
projects include the
“"Cheltenham,” located at 4725
Cheltenham Drive and a presently
unnamed project located at 4405
East-West Highway. The
Cheltenham project will be 9
stories and contain 110 rental
units. The East West Highway
project will be 10 stories and
contain 350 units.  Project
representatives will be at the
meeting to discuss them in more
detail, including the timing and
duration of construction.

Purple Line: As you may have
noticed, construction of the light

rail and adjacent trail has
restarted. The focus in our
neighborhood has been on

completing retaining walls and
stormwater utilities along the
right-of-way and completion of
the Sleaford Road underpass,
connecting East West Highway
with  Kentbury Drive. This
throughway should be finished
before the end of the year. EBCA
is working with the Maryland
Transit Administration to shore up
the lighting and landscape plans.
Additional details on the project
may be found here:
https://www.purplelinemd.com/

DOT Developments: Since last
spring, EBCA has worked with the
Montgomery County Department
of Transportation to install several
pedestrian safety and traffic
calming features and advocate for
additional improvements. The list
of projects is below. Please reach
out at president@ebca.org if you
have any similar concerns that
need to be addressed in the
vicinity of your home.

-Signaled Crossing at Middleton
Road and Wisconsin Avenue, will
be install by the end of this year

Signaled Crossing at Chase
Avenue and Wisconsin Avenue

-Pedestrian Crosswalk at Chestnut
Street and Lynbrook Drive

‘New Four-way Stop at the
Intersection of Lynbrook Drive
and Rosedale Avenue

‘Pedestrian Crosswalk at Pearl
Street and Harling Lane, will be
installed by the end of this year

EBCA also worked with DOT to
modify a no-right turn feature at
Chase Avenue and Pearl Street,
which was installed without
community knowledge. DOT was

very responsive to the
community’s requests for
adjustments.

EBCA Membership: Elsewhere in
this Newsletter you will find
information  regarding EBCA
membership. Membership is $20
annually per individual (less than
half the cost of that fancy exercise
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President's Column, Cont'd
class you attend). Please join.
Proposed EBCA Officers for 2023:
-President: Andy O'Hare

‘First Vice President: Amanda Farber
-Second Vice President: Katya Marin
-Secretary: Melissa Groman
‘Treasurer: Jack Hayes

We will vote on this proposed slate at the upcoming
meeting. This will be my last year as President, time
to hand off the torch. Please reach out to me or one
of the other officers if you are interested in a
leadership role with the association.

| hope to see many of you at the General
Membership meeting on November 15.

The Face of
Bethesda Real Estate

The Jane Fairweather Team has been helping
buyers and sellers find and negotiate the best

home transactions for over 30 years, and we are
anxious to put that experience to work for you.

Buying, selling, or just contemplating a move?

Give us a call teday and lind us on sodisl medial
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O: (301} 907-7600

Planning Board Drama, Thrive 2050 and
Potential Single Family Zoning Changes

by Amanda Farber

There has been noted community concern regarding the
functioning of the Montgomery County Planning Board for
some time now. Following recent news of inappropriate
activities by the Planning Board Chair and Planning Board
Members, and the surprise firing of the Montgomery County
Planning Director, the County Council asked the entire Planning
Board to resign. A new temporary Board was installed on
Thursday, October 27, 2022, with a permanent Board expected
to be chosen by the next Council.

The Montgomery County Council recently passed the County's
new general plan, Thrive 2050, on Tuesday October 25, 2022.
This plan is meant to provide the basis and vision for growth in
the County for the next three decades. The Council repeatedly
asserted that Thrive does not change zoning. During the final
vote, Councilmember Katz addressed and corrected that
assertion and stated, “| was concerned that whenever Thrive
was being discussed it was continually mentioned that it does
not change the zoning, but the entire statement was not being
said, which was that although it did not change zoning, zoning
would need to change for Thrive to happen.”

Changes in zoning can only occur through Master and Sector
Plans, such as the Bethesda Downtown Plan, which is now 5

years old, or through Zoning Text Amendments (ZTAs).
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EBCA Meeting Agenda
Lynbrook Center
Tuesday, November 15, 7-9 p.m.
1. Introduction (A. O'Hare)

2. Council Member A Friedson: Discuss
Implementation of the Thrive 2050
Plan; Discuss Stormwater Issue in the
Glenbrook Area and Next Steps

3. Development Project Updates:

a. Residential project at 4725
Cheltenham Drive

b. Residential Project at 4405 E-W Highway

4, DEP Representative to discuss
stormwater management strategies
for individual homes

Purple Line Update
EBCA Officer Elections for 2023

Other Business

© N o un

Adjourn

New Tree Group

Tree Friends is a newly formed neighborhood
volunteer group. The mission of this group is to
preserve, protect and promote the urban tree
canopy of East Bethesda. This group will
facilitate green initiatives by working with
applicable local, state and federal groups as well
as private and nonprofit entities. With the help
of this group, we have been working with local
officials to get more trees for Lynbrook Park and
BCC High School. We have also been able to
remove some of the invasive plants growing
around and on the trees in public areas. East

Bethesda has lost its tree canopy, which
contributes to the heat island effect and
increased stormwater run-off in our

neighborhood. Help us green our community. To
learn more and volunteer please contact Jill
McKay at: mckay.jill@gmail.com.

Membership Update
By Naya Robitaille

EBCA works to build a strong community within and beyond
our borders by organizing social events, making
improvements around the neighborhood, advocating for
East Bethesda on matters affecting our community, and
providing information to our members through mailed
newsletters, emails, and Facebook. General membership
meetings are held twice a year. Our membership year
follows our fiscal year: January 1 - December 31.

Your membership and support are vital to our
neighborhood! Membership is only $20 for each voting
resident of East Bethesda! EBCA is now using
Memberplanet to help manage membership. You can use
the app to create an account and join EBCA. Email us at
membership@ebca.org and we will send you an invitation
to join. Or, you can mail your membership dues to:

EBCA - Membership

P.O.Box 41020

Bethesda, MD 20824
Please include your address, email, and contact phone
number and we will add you to our database.
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FIRM HEADQUARTERS HAS BEEN IN YOUR
NEIGHBORHOOD FOR DECADES. WE
OFFER FREE ESTIMATES, A FULL-RANGE
OF RESIDENTIAL REMODELING, REPAIRS,
PAINTING, AND HANDYMAN SERVICES.
PLEASE CONSIDER US FOR YOUR NEXT
LARGE OR SMALL REMODELING PROJECT.
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