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Hope all are safe and healthy. The COVID
pandemic continues to present plenty of
ever-changing challenges for all of wus
including for EBCA. We were hopeful that we
would be able to host an in-person meeting
this fall; however, the presence of the Delta
variant and its ease of transmission has
required us to rethink those plans.

General Membership Meeting: We will host
a virtual general membership meeting on
Thursday, October 28. The meeting will run
from 7:00-9:00 p.m. A Zoom link is noted
elsewhere in this newsletter associated with
the meeting agenda. We will have at least
two guest speakers. First up will be Andrew
Friedson, Montgomery Council
Councilmember, representing District 1,
which includes East Bethesda. | have asked
Andrew to join us to discuss the Council's
consideration of a new multi-vear
county-wide development plan called Thrive
2050 and a new zoning program called the
Attainable Housing proposal. Links for more
information on these proposals are
elsewhere in this newsletter. | have asked
Andrew to focus his remarks on how these
proposals will specifically impact East
Bethesda residents.

The second speaker or speakers will be
Gwen Wright and her colleagues from the
Montgomery County Planning Department,
who will discuss the potential impacts of the
attainable housing proposal in greater
detail. You are stronglv encouraged to
attend this meeting, as both of these
proposals could have long lasting and
far-reaching impacts on East Bethesda
specifically and Montgomery County
generally. Additional details on these
proposals are elsewhere in this newsletter.

Also on the agenda is a presentation from
Rachel Newhouse with the Parks
Department regarding plans for the Eastern
Greenway, a planned greenspace along the
west side of Tilbury Street from Maple to
Cheltenham,

DOT Developments: The Montgomery
County Department of Transportation is
working on several initiatives that will
impact East Bethesda. Earlier this vear, the
department released a request for proposal
to develop two surface parking lots along
the western edge of the neighborhood. One
is located on West Virginia Avenue and the
other larger lot between Highland and
Maple Avenues, just west of Tilbury. The
department received a few proposals which
are  presently under review. An
announcement regarding the winning
contractor is expected before the end of the
year.
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The department is also working on bikewav
around the Bethesda Central Business District
called the “Bethesda Loop.” A portion of the
loop will run through East Bethesda and
potentially impact the following neighborhood
streets: Pearl/Marviand, Cheltenham, Sleaford,
Harling and Chase. The County received
funding from the state to study bikeway
options from Wisconsin, along Cheltenham to
Pearl/Marvland Street. The department hosted
a meeting on September 30 to discuss the
study. They presented several options, the
details for which may be found here:

httpsi//www.montgomerycountymd.gov
[dot-dte/projects/cheltenhamdr/
index.htmt

Those living along the proposed alternative

routes are encouraged to visit this site and
complete a survey:

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/
CheltenhamDrive

EBCA will engage with DOT as these plans
unfold. There presently are no funds approved

for this bikeway, which would first have to be
approved by the Council and Planning Board.

Finally, the department has proposed to
abandon two long idled rights-of-way in East
Bethesda, including one at the intersection of
Kentbury and Chestnut and another between
Sleaford and the Purple Line right-of-way.

Purple Line: Speaking of the Purple Line,
construction has been mostly idle along the
section in East Bethesda for a vear while the
Marvland Transit Administration negotiates a
settlement with the prior construction
contractor and seeks to find a replacement.
MTA expects to appoint a new contractor
shortly. Construction could resume as soon as
this spring.

Park Benches: For those that frequent Lynbrook
Park, vou may have noticed a few new park
benches. These benches replaced those that
were previously in the park that were damaged
due to vandalism or removed for the
stormwater project. They were funded and
installed by EBCA. All residents are encouraged
to report any incidents of vandalism to the
Bethesda Police Department ((240) 773-6700).

Council Redistricting: You may know that
county residents approved the expansion of the
Montgomery Councii from 9 to 11
representatives in 2020. Previously, the council
had five members representing distinct
districts and four at large members. The new
council, beginning in 2023, will have seven

distinct districts.East Bethesda is presently in
Council district 1. You may find additional
information on this process here:

https://www.montgomerycountymd.gov/
COUNCIL/BCC /redistricting/

Officer Election: The election of EBCA officers
for 2022 will occur during the upcoming fall
meeting. All current EBCA members mav cast a
vote during the meeting. The proposed slate is
as follows:

President: Andy O'Hare

First Vice President: Amanda Farber
Second Vice President: Katya Marin
Secretary: Melissa Groman
Treasurer: Jack Hayes

Finally, we have not been able to host any
neighborhood social events in the past vear or
so. Regrettably, we will not be able to host the
annual Halloween parade again this vear.l
hope, along with all of you, that these
extraordinary circumstances will end shortly
and that we will return to a semblance of
normalcy in 2022,

| took forward to seeing many of you for our
virtual meeting later this month.
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Planning Update
By Amanda Farber

Thrive 2050: The Montgomery County Council Planning,
Housing and Economic Development (PHED) Committee
PHED Committee continues to hold work-sessions on the
County's new general plan called Thrive Montgomery
2050. The Committee hopes to conclude their work in
October and then send the document to the full Council
for review. The PHED Committee/Council had previously
indicated that they would hold additional public
engagement and feedback sessions this fall focused on
Thrive 2050, but as of now, those dates and formats have
not been announced.

Additional information on Thrive 2050 may be found
here:
https://montgomeryplanning.org/planning/
thrive-montgomery-2050/
Attainable Housing Initiative: The Planning Board and
Council regarding are developing a proposal to change
the zoning in many areas of the County, including all of
East Bethesda, to allow for market-rate duplexes,

The Face of
Bethesda Real Estate

(240) 223-4663
JaneFairweather.com

The Jane Fairweather Team has been helping
buyers and sellers find and negotiate the best
home transactions for over 30 years, and we are
anxious to put that experience to work for you.

Buying, selling, or just contemplating a move?
Give us a call teday and lind us on sodial media!
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triplexes, quads by-right (meaning no Planning Staff or
Board review; just construction permitting). The
County is also considering allowing somewhat larger
optional method developments (Planning review
required) on certain properties within a specified
geography. This proposal would allow reduced onsite
parking requirements. This re-zoning would occur
through a zoning text amendment, rather than through
the master/sector plan process (many in the
neighborhood are familiar with the Downtown
Bethesda Plan adopted just four years ago). There has
been some confusion about the attainable housing
proposals because the definitions, timeline, and scope
have changed over the past several months (and will
continue to change as they move forward). In addition,
the conversations and work-sessions regarding Thrive
2050 and the attainable housing proposals have been
ongoing at the same time which has created some
additional confusion.

Additional information on the attainable housing
proposal may be found here:

.org/pl

attainable-housing-strategies-injtiative/
missing-middle-housing/
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Additional Development Updates
by Amanda Farber and Paige Nerenberg

m 7000 Wisconsin, with 122ft and approximately 200
units has broken ground. The State issued a permit
allowing the sidewalk and travel lane of 355 to be
closed for the 2-year duration of construction.

= Projects with upcoming demolition permits include St.
Elmo Apartments, with up to 279 units and 7607 Old
Georgetown Road (the former La Madeline site), with
approximately 200 units, and 4915 Auburn Ave with up
to 175 units.

=  The Avondale project, with 60 units on Avondale Street,
received site plan approval on September 30th.

= A community meeting was held for the project at 4725
Cheltenham, which has a new property owner /
developer. They announced that the 90ft project will
now have 110 rental units {including 8 live/work units),
with an average of 550 sq ft per unit, and will not have
any onsite parking (they indicated they do not expect
most residents to own cars; but those that do can obtain
parking in the County garage across the street).

®m 8000 Wisconsin Ave, approved with up to 400 units, has
submitted for building permits. They have not
announced when they intend to break ground.

m  The developers for both the Farm Womens Market
project (EYA / Bernstein) and 7126 across Wisconsin Ave
(Foulger-Pratt) have indicated that they are moving
forward through the regulatory process for site plan
approvals for those projects.

E EBCA Fall Meeting Agenda
E October 28, 2021 i
E Join Zoom Meeting: E
1 https://usO5web.zoom.us/j/85402487848 E
E Meeting ID: 854 0248 7848 i
E One tap mobile ;
: +13017158592,,85402487848# US ‘
; (Washington DC) i
51. 7:00 Introduction i
5'2. 7:05 Councilmember Andrew §
; Friedson |
§3. 7:30 Planning Department: Gwen E
i Wright ;
§4. 8:10 Greenway: Rachel Newhouse §
5 8:30 DOT Projects: Andy O’Hare
E6. 8:40 EBCA Elections: Paige Nerenberg E
E7. 8:50 Other Business :
E& 9:00 Adjourn E

Membership Update

By Naya Robitaille

EBCA works to build a strong community within and beyond our
borders by organizing social events, making improvements around the
neighborhood, advocating for East Bethesda on matters affecting our
community, and providing information to our members through mailed
newsletters, emails, and Facebook. General membership meetings are
held twice a year.

Our membership year follows our fiscal year: January 1 - December 31.
Some of the issues EBCA is facing this year include traffic, Purple Line
construction, construction along Wisconsin Ave, new building projects
coming up before the Planning Board, and MCPS issues. Your voice and
vote are needed!

Your membership and support are vital to our neighborhood!

Membership is only $20 for each voting resident of East Bethesda!
EBCA uses Memberplanet, a member-focused database software. To
become part of EBCA, you will need to create an account and join EBCA
through the platform accessible through our website. Or email us at
president@ebca.org and we will send you an invitation to join.

Or you can mail your membership dues to:

EBCA - Membership
P.0.Box 41020
Bethesda, MD 20824 (correct zip code!)

Please include your address, email, and contact phone number.
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| | OR OUR GREEN
TRUCKS ARQUND

| || TOWN. OUR
RESIDENTIAL
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FIRM HEADQUARTERS HAS BEEN IN YOUR
NEIGHBORHOOD FOR DECADES. WE
OFFER FREE ESTIMATES, A FULL-RANGE
OF RESIDENTIAL REMODELING, REPAIRS,
PAINTING, AND HANDYMAN SERVICES.
PLEASE CONSIDER US FOR YOUR NEXT

LARGE OR SMALL REMODELING PROJECT.
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CASADAY ALLISON

Your Neighbor.
Your Real Estate Expert.

Complimentary Staging
for East Bethesda Residents

5 Hours of Free
Moving Assistance*

Brittany Allison
Realtor® DCAAD VA
brittony@cosodayollisor.carn 301.461.0084

*Oiffered for listings signed before Movember 31st
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