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President 's Notebook
By Andy O?Hare

Represent ing t he 1200 Households Nor t h of  East -West  Highway, Sout h of  Jones Br idge Road, East  of  Wisconsin Avenue and West  or  
Colum bia  Count ry Club

  Happy Spring to all! While 
pandemic circumstances have 
improved in many respects over 
the past few weeks, uncertainty 
still abounds regarding new 
variants. But there is light at the 
end of the tunnel.

General Mem bership Meet ing:           
We will host a virtual general 
membership meeting on 
Wednesday, April 20. The 
meeting will run from 7:00-9:00 
p.m.  A Zoom link is noted 
elsewhere in this newsletter 
associated with the meeting 
agenda. There will be several 
guests, including Corey Pitts and 
Sandra Marks with the 
Department of Transportation, 
who will address a study of 
potential two-way traffic on 
Montgomery and Woodmont 
Avenues; Ahmet Aksoylu with 
Aksoylu Properties to discuss a 
new residential project at 8000 
Wisconsin Avenue; and Adam 
Roberts with Bethesda Green to 
explain a landscape project 
planned for Woodmont Avenue. 
Time permitting, there will be a 
discussion regarding 
implementation of the new 
elementary school boundaries 
in our neighborhood.

DOT Developm ent s: The 
Montgomery County 
Department of Transportation is 
working on several initiatives 
that will impact East Bethesda. 
Last year, the department 
issued a request for proposals 
to develop two surface parking 
lots along the western edge of 
the neighborhood.  One is 
located on West Virginia Avenue 
and the other larger lot between 
Highland and Maple Avenues, 
just west of Tilbury. The 
department has selected a 
developer for a project(s) on 
these two lots.  Additional 
details are not yet forthcoming 
but will be shared when 
available.  

  DOT has also been busy 
addressing pedestrian safety 
and traffic calming in our 
neighborhood. You may have 
noticed some new features, 
including a new island at Chase 
and Pearl Streets to discourage 
illegal wrong way traffic and a 
new cross walk at the 
intersection of Lynbrook and 
Chestnut. EBCA has helped 
facilitate some of these 
improvements and is happy to 
engage with other East 
Bethesda residents with similar 

concerns in the vicinity of their 
homes. Please reach out at 
president@ebca.org to raise 
concerns or with 
recommendations. 

Wisconsin Crossing at  
Middlet on Lane: The State 
Highway Administration is 
finishing up the design for a new 
signaled crossing of Wisconsin 
Avenue at Middleton Lane. 
Implementation is planned for 
the fourth quarter of 2022. 

Purple Line: The Maryland 
Transit Administration has 
finalized a contract with a new 
design/build contractor to 
complete the construction of the 
light rail line. Construction is 
expected to resume in earnest 
in late spring or early summer. 
The project is significantly 
delayed and the expected date 
of completion is now scheduled 
for the fall of 2026. Additional 
details can be found here: 
https://www.purplelinemd.com/

Council Redist r ict ing: You may 
know that county residents 
approved the expansion of the 
Montgomery Council from 9 to 
11 representatives in 2020.  
Previously, the council had five 
members representing distinct 
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Neighborhood Beaut if icat ion

by Jill McKay, Maryam Azarion, and Amanda Farber

  Good neighborhood news! Spring is in the air and 
East Bethesda is getting some new leafy neighbors. 
Through efforts with the Department of 
Environmental Protection Tree Montgomery 
program, Montgomery County Public Schools, 
Department of Transportation, and Park and 
Planning - new trees are coming to Lynbrook and 
BCC HS! At Lynbrook, a variety of native trees are 
planned for the park, the school grounds, and in the 
right of way. A variety of native trees will be planted 
on the front side of BCC HS. On the back side of the 
school, MCPS is working on completing their earlier 
planting plans (from the construction) and 
supplementing with some new ones. A few plantings 
have started, more will happen over the next month 
or so. A huge thank you to these agencies.

  As a reminder, free street trees are available for 
neighbors through MCDOT and free shade trees are 
available through Tree Montgomery. Consider 
signing up today for a future tree. For more 
information: amandafarber@hotmail.com

President 's Not ebook , Cont 'd
districts and four at large members. The new 
Council, beginning in 2023, will have seven 
distinct districts. The Council approved a new 
district map in December 2021.East Bethesda is 
in a new District 1, and as before, will be 
represented by Andrew Friedson. You may find 
additional information on the new districts here:

https://www.montgomerycountymd.gov/

COUNCIL/BCC/redistricting/

Neighborhood Wat ch : Neighborhood Watch, a 
volunteer led program designed to support safe 
neighborhoods, used to have a significant 
presence in East Bethesda as recently as 10 
years ago. Caroline Aslan will lead a discussion 
during the upcoming General Membership 
meeting regarding this program and its 
potential re-instatement or the creation of 
another social media-based neighborhood alert 
system.

  Finally, we have not been able to host any 
neighborhood social events in the past year or 
so because of the pandemic. I am happy to 
report that those days are over.EBCA will host a 
gathering of neighbors at Hip Flask, the new 
roof top bar at the Marriott hotel adjacent to 
the new Marriott World Headquarters on 
Wisconsin Avenue, most likely in May. Additional 
details will be communicated through the EBCA 
Facebook page.

  I look forward to seeing many of you for our 
virtual meeting later this month.

https://www.montgomerycountymd.gov/COUNCIL/BCC/redistricting/
https://www.montgomerycountymd.gov/COUNCIL/BCC/redistricting/
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Membership Update
By Naya Robitail le

   EBCA works to build a strong community within and beyond 

our borders by organizing social events, making improvements 

around the neighborhood, advocating for East Bethesda on 

matters affecting our community, and providing information to 

our members through mailed newsletters, emails, and 

Facebook. General membership meetings are held twice a year.

Our membership year follows our fiscal year: January 1 - 

December 31.

  Your  m em bership and suppor t  are vit al t o our  

neighborhood! Membership is only $20 for each voting resident 

of East Bethesda! EBCA is now using Memberplanet to help 

manage membership. You can use the app to create an account 

and join EBCA.  Email us at membership@ebca.org and we will 

send you an invitation to join. Or, you can mail your membership 

dues to:

EBCA - Membership

P.O.Box 41020

Bethesda, MD 20824

  Please include your address, email, and contact  phone number 

and we will add you to our database.

EBCA Meet ing Agenda

Wednesday, Apr i l  20, 7-9 p.m .

Zoom Link:https://us02web.zoom.us

/j/83986675989

Meeting ID: 839 8667 5989

One tap mobile

+13017158592, 83986675989# US 
(Washington DC)

1. Introductions (Andy O?Hare)
2. Review of Key   Development 

Projects (Amanda Farber):
- BF Saul Project Highland/WVA)
- MCDOT Parking Lot Proposal
- 8000 Wisconsin Ave (Aksoylu 

Properties Representative)
- 4405 East-West Highway

3. MC DOT Study of  Two-way Traffic 
on Montgomery and Woodmont 
Avenues (Cory Pitts and Sandra      
Marks)

4. Bethesda Green  Woodmont Ave 
Proposal (Adam Roberts)

5. Neighborhood Watch or Watch-like 
Program (Caroline Aslan)

6. Implementation of New Elementary 
School Boundaries (Beth Van 
Gelder)

7. Other Business
8. Adjourn

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83986675989
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83986675989
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