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Representing the 1200 Households North of East-West Highway, South of Jones Bridge Road, East of
Wisconsin Avenue and West of Columbia Country Club

President’s Column - Amanda Farber

Dear neighbors! | am
thrilled to be serving as the
next President of EBCA and
want to thank our
outstanding outgoing
President Andy O'Hare for
his years of service to our
neighborhood association
and his continued
involvement in area
committees including the
Bethesda Implementation
Advisory Committee and
the Purple Line Community
Advisory Team.

EBCA held an appreciation
event for both Andy O'Hare

and Jack Hayes, our
amazing longstanding
treasurer, in February at

(where else?) Andy's Pizza.
Both Andy and Jack were
presented with plaques
which will be installed on
benches at Lynbrook Park.
We are grateful for their
time and dedication to our
community!

MEMBERSHIP MEETING

Mark your calendars! Our
first general membership
meeting of 2024 will be
held Wednesday April

10th from 7-9pm at the
Lynbrook Center. We
will have guest speakers
from the Montgomery
Planning Department to
speak about two initiatives
that will impact East
Bethesda. The first topic is
a Minor-Master Plan
Amendment to the 2017
Bethesda Downtown Plan
which will potentially
increase the amount of
development and density in
the downtown plan area
and will also serve as an
opportunity to review the
implementation of other
key goals of the 2017 Plan
such as new parks,
affordable housing,
pedestrian, bike and transit
projects, and a new
recreation / civic center.
Come learn how you can
participate in the process.

The second topic will be the

"Attainable Housing
Initiative"  which  would
allow duplexes, triplexes,
quadriplexes, and

potentially small apartment
buildings to be built
"by-right" along corridors

and on lots in single family

zoned neighborhoods
within 1-mile of Metro
stations, Purple Line
stations, and bus rapid
transit. This would
potentially impact all of
East Bethesda as we are
within 1-mile of Metro
stations. As currently

proposed, projects would
have to conform to current
height and set-back limits
and utilize a basic pattern
book for massing and
design. A public hearing
was held at the Planning
Board on March 21st but
the discussion is ongoing
and will be continued at the
County Council.

2024 MEMBERSHIP DRIVE

The EBCA Spring
Membership Drive IS
underway! ECBA  works

hard to build a strong

community  within  and
beyond our borders!
Your membership and

support are vital to our
neighborhood!
(Membership

the next page!)
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MEMBERSHIP DRIVE UPDATE by Naya Robitaille

We are excited about all of the events and activities we have planned for the neighborhood and
hope that you will join us in the fun. However, it isn't just fun we plan. We advocate for East
Bethesda on matters affecting our community, provide local development news, and offer a
communication link for neighbors through mailed newsletters, emails, and our Facebook page.
We also help organize some great social events and make improvements around the
neighborhood! Some of the issues facing EBCA this year include proposed sector plan and zoning
changes, traffic, pedestrian and bike safety concerns, Purple Line construction, and issues related
to MCPS and Montgomery Parks. Our membership year follows our fiscal year: Jan 1st - Dec 31st.

Membership is only $20 for each voting resident of East Bethesda and $40 for a family.
There are lots of ways to join EBCA: EBCA uses MemberPlanet, a digital database to organize
and communicate membership, which may be accessed on our website: www.EBCA.org. Or send
a check to the address below (please remember to include your email address!) and we will sign
you up. Or email us at membership@ebca.org and we will send you an invitation to join. If you
are already a member and need to reset your password please let us know!

East Bethesda Citizens Association,
EBCA Membership,
P.O. Box 41020
Bethesda MD 20824

IT TAKES A NEIGHBOR TO
KNOW A NEIGHBORHOOD
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WE ARE IN YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD,
4709 MAPLE AVENUE, BETHESDA 20814 W
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EBCA Meeting Agenda
Wednesday, April 10th 2024

7-9 p.m.

Lynnbrook Center, 8001 Lynnbrook
Drive

1. Introduction and Announcements (Amanda
Farber)

2. Montgomerv Planning - Introducing the
Bethesda Downtown Plan Minor-Master
Amendment Process (Elza Hizel-McCoy)

3. Montgomerv Planning - "Attainable Housing
Initiative' - potential rezoning of East Bethesda
(Lisa Govani)

4. Purple Line Update
5. Other Business
6. Adjourn

Social Hour!
East Bethesda Wine Tasting Group and
Monthly Happy Hours

First - here is a newly formed East Bethesda
Wine Tasting Group! It is a casual BYOB group that
started in January 2024. Neighbors are encouraged
to join the Facebook group - East Bethesda Wine
Tasting - for more information.

Second - EBCA has held several casual local
happy hours in recent months including a holiday
party and trivia nights. Look out for
announcements for future events via email
(become a member and make sure we have your
email!) or on the neighborhood Facebook page.
The next happy hour and trivia night will be March
27th at 6pm (trivia at 7pm) at the Bethesdan Hotel.
Come with a team or join one there.

Stay tuned for April's event!
All are welcome!

From East Bethesda Tree Friends

Water New Trees - We need your help! If you received a new tree outside/near your home, please
“adopt” and water it weekly as the weather warms up. Five gallons per week is a good amount.

Mulch Volcanoes - When landscapers apply mulch, they often pile it against the trunk of the tree. Mulch
should be no more than 1-3 inches deep, cover the root area, and never touch the trunk of the tree.

Vine Removal - Invasive vines are a problem everywhere. Members of EBCA Tree Friends are actively
removing English Ivy and other vines from trees in the neighborhood.lvy is an invasive species. It grows
quickly, and can suffocate, starve, and weaken trees. We'd love to have you join us remove lvy. It's good

exercise, and fun.

Informative Signs - Look for signs made by Tree Friends regarding the benefits of trees (amounts of
CO2, particulate matter and rainwater absorbed, shade provided, etc.)

Tree Montgomery and the Tree Canopy Law - There is increasing awareness of the role trees play in
mitigating the effects of climate change.The Montgomery County Tree Canopy Law is designed to

offset the number of trees lost to development. Our zip code is one of the highest impacted. Tree
Montgomery receives funds through the Tree Canopy Law and will plant a tree for free in your own

property. Visit https://ebca.org/trees/

To learn more about any of the information above or to join East Bethesda Tree Friends, email
treefriendsebca@gmail.com
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